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EDITORIAL

To all friends & companions, with love, Greetings
Sat Sri Akal / Assalam-o-Alaikum !

We are receiving tremendous appreciation from the readers of “Sanjha Punjabi Virsa”. We are deeply
grateful to all our friends and well-wishers for this encouragement. In the near future, our organization plans
to bring it out in printed form as well. Such support greatly strengthens and motivates our efforts.

Ms. Shagufta Gami Lodhi is based in the UK, but when she has left Lahore, it profound imprint on her
heart and mind. We have had a long-standing association with her. She contributed a highly valuable article
for Sanjha Punjabi Virsa titled “Punjab from 1839 to 2026: A Journey Through History, Politics,
Society, Culture, Economy, and Identity.” We are honored to feature it in the current issue.

Dr. Jasbir Kaur, a member of the Advisory Board of Sanjha Punjabi Virsa, has always supported us
through her scholarly writings. This time we published her article “Guru Arjan Dev Ji: Life, Teachings,
and Personality” in the Gurmukhi section.

Although Professor Dr. Davinder Pal Ji resides in Canada, he has always remained close to our hearts.
Whenever we seek his advice, his response is always warm and encouraging. He has shared his thoughts on
“Saka Nankana Sahib,” which we are featuring in the English section. In this issue, we have also added our
own contribution on “Guru Arjan Dev Ji.” We hope you will enjoy reading it.

As usual, the remaining regular features will also be available in this issue. We would especially like to know
how satisfied you are with the work and activities of the World Center for Punjabi. Your feedback is
important for us so that we can serve you even better through greater effort and dedication.

We always look forward to receiving your writings and suggestions.

Prof. Dr. Abdul Razzaq Shahid
Chief Editor
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SAKA NANKANA SAHIB:
A Turning Point in Sikh History and Its Modern Relevance

Abstract
The 1921 Nankana Sahib massacre was

a defining moment in Sikh history, symbolizing
the fight for religious freedom, justice, and self-
governance. This article explores its lasting
lessons:  non-violent  resistance, cultural
autonomy, unity against oppression, just
governance, and the role of youth and women
in social movements. It also highlights the
media’s impact on public awareness and the
need for sustained commitment to justice. These
insights remain crucial today as communities
worldwide tackle human rights, governance,
and religious integrity, inspiring a more just
and resilient society.

Introduction

The Nankana Sahib massacre of
February 20, 1921, remains one of the most
significant and tragic episodes in Sikh history
[1-8]. The brutality displayed against unarmed,
peaceful Sikh protestors seeking to reclaim the
sanctity of their religious site highlights the
sacrifices made for religious freedom, justice,
and self-governance. The lessons derived from
this episode remain profoundly relevant today,
offering guidance on perseverance, unity,
nonviolence, justice, and religious autonomy.

The massacre was a turning point in the
Sikh struggle for control over their religious

institutions, which had been mismanaged and

Dr. Devinder Pal Singh

corrupted under British colonial rule. Despite
facing extreme violence at the hands of Mahant
Narain Das and his mercenaries, the Sikh
community responded with resilience and a
commitment to non-violent resistance. This
event not only strengthened the Gurdwara
Reform Movement but also set a precedent for
peaceful yet determined struggles against
oppression.

By analyzing Saka Nankana Sahib's
lessons, we can draw parallels to modern-day
movements for human rights, governance
reforms, and religious freedoms. The core
themes of unity, accountability, and
perseverance remain relevant today, as many
communities  still grapple with similar
challenges. This article explores these lessons
and their relevance in addressing contemporary
social, political, and ethical dilemmas.

Lesson 1: The Power of Non-Violent
Resistance

One of the most remarkable aspects of
the Saka Nankana Sahib was the unwavering
commitment of the Sikh jathas to non-violence,
even in the face of barbaric atrocities. Despite
knowing that they were walking into a trap set

by Mahant Narain Das and his mercenaries, the
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Sikhs chose to adhere to their principles of non-
violent resistance.

In modern times, nonviolent resistance
has proven to be one of the most effective
means of social change. The Civil Rights
Movement in the United States, Gandhi’s
struggle for Indian independence, and recent
peaceful protests for human rights and
democracy worldwide resonate with the Sikh
strategy at Nankana Sahib. The massacre
exemplifies how patience, discipline, and self-
sacrifice can lead to ultimate victory against
oppression and injustice.

Lesson 2: Importance of Religious and
Cultural Autonomy

The Nankana Sahib tragedy occurred
because Sikh institutions were being misused
by self-serving Mahants who had deviated from
Sikh principles and aligned themselves with the
British authorities for personal gain. The Sikh
community recognized the urgency of
reclaiming their religious sites to ensure they
remained places of worship and service rather
than centers of corruption and misconduct.

In an era when religious institutions
sometimes fall under political or external
control, the lesson from Saka Nankana Sahib
underscores the need for religious communities
to safeguard their places of worship and

maintain their sanctity. Around the world,

religious groups still struggle with issues of
mismanagement and external interference,
making it crucial to have transparent and
community-driven governance of religious
institutions.
Lesson 3: The Role of Unity in Overcoming
Oppression

The Nankana Sahib massacre unified
the Sikh community in an unprecedented
manner. The spontaneous response from Sikhs
across the region demonstrated the power of
collective action in resisting injustice. The
quick mobilization and ultimate success of the
Gurdwara Reform Movement underscored the
importance of unity in overcoming tyranny.

Unity remains one of the most vital
tools for social and political change. In
contemporary struggles, whether they involve
fighting for minority rights, addressing
environmental issues, or ensuring political
representation, collective action leads to
impactful results. Divisions within
communities often weaken their ability to
demand justice, making unity a critical lesson
from the Saka Nankana Sahib.
Lesson 4: Need for Just and Accountable
Governance

The events leading up to the massacre
reveal the consequences of governance that

fails to address the grievances of the people.
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The British administration’s tacit support of
Mahant Narain Das enabled his oppressive and
corrupt practices to flourish. Even after the
massacre, the justice system displayed bias by
commuting sentences for key perpetrators,
further undermining the trust of the Sikh
community in colonial rule.

The need for just and accountable
governance is as pressing today as it was in
1921. Societies

transparency, fairness, and justice from their

worldwide demand
leaders and legal institutions. Governments
must be held accountable for protecting human
rights and ensuring justice is delivered without
prejudice or political influence. Saka Nankana
Sahib's lessons remind us that systemic failures
in governance can have tragic consequences,
and vigilance is necessary to prevent such
injustices.
Lesson 5: The Role of Women and the
Younger Generation in Struggles

Though the immediate participants in
the Nankana Sahib tragedy were mostly men,
the broader Gurdwara Reform Movement saw
significant contributions from Sikh women and
youth. The younger generation played a crucial
role in organizing

protests,  spreading

awareness, and sustaining the reform

movement.

Youth and women remain at the
forefront of social and political movements
worldwide. From climate activism to civil
rights movements, younger generations are
shaping the future through digital advocacy,
peaceful protests, and community engagement.
The lesson from Saka Nankana Sahib
underscores the importance of empowering
youth and women to participate in struggles for
justice and reform.

Lesson 6: Recognizing and Confronting
Institutional Corruption

The massacre at Nankana Sahib was not
just an act of brutality; it was a symptom of
deep-seated  corruption  within  religious
institutions. The Mahants had transformed
places of worship into centers of personal
wealth and moral decay, betraying the very
purpose of Gurdwaras.
remains a

Corruption significant

challenge in many institutions, including
religious, political, and corporate entities. The
lesson from Saka Nankana Sahib is a reminder
that communities must be vigilant and
proactive in addressing corruption within their
institutions to ensure ethical governance and
service to the people.

Lesson 7: The Role of Media and Public

Awareness
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The Nankana Sahib massacre was
widely covered in newspapers of the time, and
its impact was felt across the Indian
subcontinent. The coverage played a critical
role in mobilizing public opinion and forcing
the authorities to act.

In the modern digital age, media, both
traditional and social, plays an instrumental
role in shaping public discourse. Raising
awareness about injustices through credible
journalism, social media activism, and
grassroots reporting is crucial in holding those
in power accountable. The lesson from
Nankana Sahib teaches us that spreading
awareness can significantly influence public
opinion and lead to meaningful change.

Lesson 8: Commitment to Justice Beyond
Immediate Gains

Despite  securing the control of
Gurdwara Nankana Sahib after the massacre,
the Sikhs continued their broader movement for
Gurdwara reforms. This long-term commitment
eventually led to the passing of the Sikh
Gurdwara Act of 1925,

Gurdwaras under democratic management.

which placed

Many contemporary movements fizzle
out after achieving short-term victories. The
lesson here is that sustained efforts are
necessary to bring about systemic change.

Whether it is fighting for legal reforms, social

justice, or human rights, the struggle must
continue beyond immediate successes to ensure
a lasting impact.

Conclusion

The Nankana Sahib massacre stands as
a testament to the resilience, unity, and
commitment of the Sikh community in the face
of extreme adversity. Its lessons remain
invaluable in today’s world, where struggles for
justice, religious freedom, and accountable
governance continue. The importance of non-
violent resistance, unity, media awareness,
youth participation, and long-term commitment
to justice cannot be overstated.

By remembering the sacrifices of those
who perished in Nankana Sahib, we are
reminded of the ongoing need to stand up
against oppression and work towards a just and
equitable society.

The principles demonstrated in 1921
continue to inspire movements advocating
religious freedom, civil rights, and ethical
leadership. In a world still facing conflicts over
governance, human rights, and institutional
corruption, the enduring legacy of Saka
Nankana Sahib offers both a source of
reflection and a call to action for future

generations.
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International Webinar

World Poetry Day

An international webinar titled “Aman Tey
Dosti Da Paigham” was organized to celebrate
World Poetry Day, bringing together poets,
scholars and artists from across the globe. The
event aimed to promote peace, harmony and
friendship through the universal language of
poetry. It served as a vibrant platform for

cultural exchange and literary expression.

The webinar was organized by the World
Centre for Punjabi under the leadership of Dr.
Abdul Razzaq Shahid, Director of the
institution. He also hosted the session with
remarkable grace, ensuring smooth
coordination and active engagement among
participants. His opening remarks highlighted
the role of poetry in bridging divides and
fostering global unity.

Dr. Shahid, Director, World Centre for
Punjabi, set the tone of the entire webinar with
intellectual clarity and emotional depth. His
hosting was not just administrative—it carried
vision. He emphasized that poetry is not a
luxury but a necessity in fractured times, acting
as a bridge between hearts that politics often
fails to connect. His words carried authority yet
warmth.,

Aman Bir Singh Dhami, India, brought a
fresh, energetic voice to the session. His poetry
reflected youthful optimism, yet it was
grounded in cultural roots. He focused on unity

10

beyond borders, presenting peace not as an
abstract idea but as a daily responsibility.

Hardial Singh Jeeta, India, delivered deeply
reflective poetry rooted in lived experience. His
words carried the weight of tradition and
struggle, reminding listeners that peace is hard-
earned and must be protected through
collective wisdom.

Rawel Pushp Singh’s contribution was rich in
literary elegance. His poetic expression leaned
toward philosophical depth, exploring human
emotions and relationships with a refined,
almost classical touch.

Gurdish Kaur Grewal, Canada brought a
diaspora perspective, blending nostalgia with
modern realities. Her poetry highlighted the
emotional distance of migration while
reinforcing that cultural identity and love for
humanity remain unshaken.

Kulvinder Singh Gakhar, India presented
poetry that was socially conscious and thought-
provoking. His work addressed societal
divisions and subtly challenged the audience to
rethink prejudice and embrace inclusivity.

Azeem Shekhar, India, style was expressive
and impactful. His poetry carried a strong
emotional current, focusing on harmony and
the human cost of conflict, urging listeners to
choose compassion over division.

Baldev Singh Balli, India added depth through

mature and grounded reflections. His poetry
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resonated with themes of humanity, humility,
and shared existence, delivered in a calm yet

powerful manner.

Ramandeep Kaur Rammi, India, voice stood
out for its emotional sincerity. Her poetry
revolved around love, empathy and the silent
strength of human connections, offering a

softer yet impactful perspective on peace.

Sujan Singh Sujan, Canada, contributed with
a global outlook shaped by multicultural
exposure. His poetry emphasized unity in
diversity, presenting the world as one shared

home despite geographical boundaries.

Mandeep Kaur, India, poetry was heartfelt
and relatable. She focused on everyday human
emotions and relationships, connecting the idea
of peace with personal behavior and inner

harmony.

Dr. Harmeet Kaur, India brought intellectual
depth combined with poetic grace. Her work
reflected a scholarly understanding of literature
while accessible,

remaining emotionally

reinforcing poetry as both art and thought.

Dr. Ravinder Kaur Bhatia, India delivered a
balanced blend of academic insight and poetic
sensitivity. Her reflections highlighted the role
of literature in shaping societies and nurturing

empathy.

11

Imran Shoukat Ali, Singer, Pakistan, added a
musical soul to the webinar. His performance
wasn’t just entertainment—it amplified the
emotional message of the event. Music and
poetry fused seamlessly, leaving a lasting

impression of unity and shared culture.

Gill Sukhmander, Canada, recite his poetry
in a rythumful and singing style.He diasporic
voice, emphasizing cultural continuity and
global peace. His words carried both pride in
heritage and a forward-looking vision of

harmony across nations.

Dr. Abdul Razzaq Shahid thanked all the
speakers and participants for their valuable
contributions. He stated that such gatherings

promote cultural dialogue, literary creativity,

and awareness about importance of Poetry.
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International Seminar

VESAKHI CELEBRATIONS

The World Centre for Punjabi organized an
International Seminar on the theme Vesakhi
Celebrations 2026, creating a platform where
culture, faith and intellectual discourse came
together in a meaningful way. The event
highlighted Vesakhi not merely as a festival,
but as a living symbol of identity, resilience
and shared heritage across borders.

The seminar was hosted by Dr. Abdul Razzaq
Shahid, Director, World Centre for Punjabi,
who in his opening remarks emphasized the
institutional commitment to preserving Punjabi
culture and promoting interfaith harmony. He
stated that VVesakhi serves as a bridge between
history and modern identity, reminding
communities of their roots while inspiring unity
in diversity.

The stage was efficiently managed by Prof.
Kalayan Singh Kalayan, who acted as Stage
Secretary. He ensured a smooth flow of the
program, introducing speakers with brief yet
insightful remarks and maintaining an engaging
atmosphere throughout the session.

Mr. Sarabjit Singh (Australia), as Chief
Guest, delivered a thoughtful address focusing
on the global significance of Vesakhi. He
highlighted how the Sikh diaspora celebrates
Vesakhi as a marker of identity and continuity,
stating that “Vesakhi is not confined to
geography; it lives wherever the Sikh spirit
thrives.” He also stressed the importance of
cultural  preservation among  younger
generations living abroad.

Mr. Nasir Mushtaq, Additional Secretary
Shrines, ETPB, in his speech, underscored the
efforts of the Evacuee Trust Property Board in

12

facilitating Sikh pilgrims and maintaining
sacred sites. He noted that VVesakhi celebrations
in Pakistan reflect a strong commitment to
religious inclusivity  and hospitality,
strengthening Pakistan’s image as a custodian
of shared heritage.

Gulab Singh (India) presented a historical
perspective on Vesakhi, tracing its roots to the
formation of the Khalsa by Guru Gobind Singh
Ji in 1699. He explained how Vesakhi
transformed from an agrarian festival into a
defining moment in Sikh history, symbolizing
courage, equality, and spiritual awakening.

Ranjhans Bhatali (India) focused on the
cultural and literary dimensions of Vesakhi. He
discussed Punjabi poetry and folklore
associated with the festival, emphasizing how
literature has preserved the emotional and
spiritual essence of VVesakhi across generations.

Surjit Singh, Jathedar (India) delivered a
spiritually enriching speech, highlighting the
religious importance of Vesakhi. He elaborated
on the principles of the Khalsa—discipline,
service and devotion—and encouraged the
audience to embody these values in their daily
lives.

In recognition of their valuable contributions,
all distinguished guests were honored with
saropa and commemorative shields. This
traditional  gesture  symbolized  respect,
gratitude, and the cultural ethos of hospitality
associated with Punjabi traditions. A special
Hi-tea for all Sikh Yatrees served.
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International Webinar

Martyrdom Day of Guru Arjun Dev Ji

In his opening remarks, Prof. Dr. Abdul
Razzaq Shahid emphasized that Guru Arjun
Dev Ji’s martyrdom remains one of history’s
greatest examples of steadfastness in defending

truth, human dignity and freedom of
conscience. He highlighted the importance of
preserving Punjab’s shared cultural and
spiritual  heritage through dialogue and

academic engagement.

Daljit Singh Virk (United Kingdom) spoke
about Guru Arjun Dev Ji’s enduring message of
tolerance and compassion. He explained that
the Guru’s teachings continue to inspire Sikh
communities around the world to promote
equality, selfless service and harmony among
people of different backgrounds.

Devinder Pal Singh (Canada) reflected on the
historical significance of Guru Arjun Dev Ji’s
supreme sacrifice and its relevance in the
modern world. He stressed that justice,
resilience and commitment to faith are timeless
values that should guide future generations.

Dr. Gursimran Kaur (India) discussed the
spiritual contributions of Guru Arjun Dev Ji,
particularly his role in compiling the Adi
Granth and strengthening Sikh philosophy. She
encouraged young scholars to engage deeply
with Sikh literature and history.

Harmanpreet Singh Noor highlighted the
Guru’s teachings on humility and devotion,
explaining how these principles can foster
peaceful coexistence and mutual respect in
contemporary societies.

Jasbir Kaur (India) addressed the moral
lessons derived from Guru Arjun Dev Ji’s life,
emphasizing  patience, forgiveness, and
unwavering faith during adversity. She noted
that these values remain essential in today’s
divided world.

14

Jashanpreet Singh shared perspectives on
preserving Sikh heritage through education and
community outreach. He encouraged greater
international ~ collaboration to  promote
awareness of Punjab’s rich spiritual traditions.
Jaswinder Kaur focused on the educational
and ethical dimensions of Guru Arjun Dev Ji’s
teachings, emphasizing the need to instill
compassion, honesty and social responsibility
among younger generations.

Mandeep Kaur Khalsa spoke passionately
about the Guru’s commitment to humanity and
interfaith harmony. She remarked that his
martyrdom symbolizes the defense of universal
human rights rather than the interests of any
single community.

Naeem Tahir (Pakistan) praised Guru Arjun
Dev Ji as a figure of shared South Asian
heritage whose message transcends religious
boundaries. He emphasized the importance of
cultural exchange and mutual understanding
between Muslims and Sikhs through such
academic initiatives.

Parkash Kaur reflected on the Guru’s life as
an inspiration for women and families to
uphold values of courage, service and spiritual
discipline in everyday life.

Ravinder Kaur Bhatia (India) highlighted
Guru Arjun Dev Ji’s literary and devotional
legacy, explaining how his hymns continue to
guide millions toward inner peace and moral
excellence.

Gurvinder Singh Advocate (India) concluded
the speakers’ session by discussing the legal
and human rights dimensions of Guru Arjun
Dev Ji’s martyrdom. He argued that the Guru’s
sacrifice represents an enduring commitment to
freedom of belief, justice, and resistance
against oppression.
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International Webinar

Death Anniversary of Maharaja Ranjit Singh

The webinar was hosted and moderated by Dr.
Abdul Razzaq Shahid, Director of the World
Centre for Punjabi, Pakistan. In his opening
remarks, Dr. Shahid welcomed the
distinguished guests and participants from
across the globe. He emphasized that Maharaja
Ranjit Singh's rule remains a remarkable
example of religious harmony, administrative
excellence, justice, and peaceful coexistence.
He highlighted the importance of promoting
historical understanding through academic
dialogue and international collaboration. He
invited participants to shared their knowledge
with the other particiapnts:

Dr. Daljit Singh Virk, an eminent Sikh scholar
and researcher based in the United Kingdom,
delivered a comprehensive lecture on Maharaja
Ranjit Singh's visionary leadership. He
explained how the Maharaja established a
modern and inclusive state that respected all
religions and communities. He also discussed
the military organization, diplomatic policies,
and administrative reforms introduced during
the Sikh Empire.

Talha Shafig, Research Officer, Walled City
Lahore Authority, presented the brief on
Maharaja Ranjit Singh in slides and shared with
the participants.

Deep Singh, a noted researcher and historian
from India, highlighted the historical
significance of Maharaja Ranjit Singh in
preserving the cultural and political identity of
Punjab. He emphasized the Maharaja's
commitment to justice, equality, and protection
of religious institutions belonging to all faiths.
Dr. Davinder Pal Singh, an internationally
recognized scholar from Canada, presented an
analytical overview of Maharaja Ranjit Singh's
governance. He discussed the ruler's secular
policies,  efficient  administration,  and

15

remarkable  diplomatic  relations  with
neighboring states and foreign powers. He also
stressed the relevance of Maharaja Ranjit
Singh's leadership principles in contemporary
governance.

Karamjit Singh Noor spoke about the literary
and historical sources documenting Maharaja
Ranjit Singh's life. He emphasized the
importance of preserving Punjab's historical
heritage and encouraging young researchers to
study original historical records.

Major Singh  discussed the military
achievements of Maharaja Ranjit Singh,
describing the modernization of the Khalsa
Army and the Maharaja's strategic military
vision. He noted that the Sikh Empire became
one of the strongest and most disciplined
powers in South Asia under his leadership.
Rajdeep Toor highlighted Maharaja Ranjit
Singh's contribution to Punjabi culture and
identity. He stressed that the Maharaja’s
inclusive policies strengthened social harmony
and created a stable environment for economic
and cultural development.

Ravinder Bhatia spoke on the relevance of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh's legacy in today's
world. He emphasized values such as tolerance,
justice, and public welfare, which continue to

inspire scholars, administrators, and
policymakers.
Kanwal Khalid, a prominent writer and

cultural commentator from Pakistan, discussed
the shared cultural heritage of Punjab. She
emphasized that Maharaja Ranjit Singh belongs
to the collective history of Punjab and should
be remembered as a symbol of unity, peace,
and interfaith harmony.
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